

































































































































































































































































Yamaga Soko is a thinker and a strategist of the early period of Edo 
period. He went to Edo from Aizu Wakamatsu in the 9-year-old and started 
from the Neo-Confucianism as a pupil of Hayashi Razan, Daigaku-no kami 
(head of the state university). However, because he rebounded to Neo-
Confucianism that it was mere facade as patronage academic shogunate, he 
was away from the shogunate. He wrote a lot of books including Chucho 
Jijitsu (“The record of the central nation”) in Ako Domain, his exiled 
destination. Yamaga spread the ethic of the samurai,  who was put in the 
top of the hereditary social position system and had no need to fight, art of 
military science, and construction of a castle, Japanese superiority thought 
through a lecture and writing. He had a significant influence on warriors and 
thinkers of the same period, the late Tokugawa period and the Meiji period 
such as Oishi Kuranosuke Oishi, Yoshida Shouin, and Nogi Maresuke. After 
the Meiji period, Yamaga Soko continues showing the presence through Oishi 
Shrine built in Harima to deify Oishi Kuranosuke.
